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CLAYDON, William Charles 
 
Private, 8612 
1st Battalion, Suffolk Regiment  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: 25th May 1915 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Menin Gate Memorial 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 18 years 
 
In October 1852 Samuel Claydon, a 30-year-old Haverhill agricultural labourer, 
married Eliza Coote of Little Wratting.  His fortunes had recently changed; only a 
year before he had been in the Risbridge Union Workhouse.  They made their home 
at Downs Lane, Haverhill, where they had two sons, George, born in 1855, and 
James, in 1859.  By 1861 they had moved to Crowland Road, and had three more 
children, Elijah, Susannah and John.  Susannah, born in 1866, would become the 
mother of William Charles Claydon. 
 
By the age of 15, Susannah was a weaver in a cotton factory.  When her mother 
died in 1886 she continued living at home, 8 Crowland Road, with her father, 
remaining after the last of his sons had left home.  In 1888 she gave birth to a 
daughter, Lily, and eight years later to a son, William Charles, born on 20th June 
1896 and baptised at Haverhill Methodist Church on 31st October the same year. 
 
Samuel died in 1898, and in 1901, while Susannah spent time in hospital at 
Dovercourt, Essex, William stayed with his uncle James, a tailor’s presser, and 
family at Primrose Hill, and Lily with her uncle Elijah, also a presser, at Mill Road, 
both in Haverhill. 
 
At the age of 14, William was 
working as a rope spinner at 
the ropeworks of the Haverhill 
Rope and Twine Co. and living 
with his mother at 3 Crowland 
Road.  By that time his sister, 
Lily, was working as a 
domestic housemaid in 
Chiswick, Middlesex. 
 

The Rope Walk 
 
William joined the Regular Army at Colchester as Private No. 8612, probably before 
the outbreak of war, because he arrived in France as early as 10th October 1914, 
qualifying for the 1914 Star with clasp.  At the time of his death he was in the 1st 
Battalion, Suffolk Regiment, but had probably been posted originally to the 2nd 
Suffolks, another regular battalion and part of the 1914 British Expeditionary Force.  
However, by April 1915 he had transferred to the 1st Battalion and fought in the 28th 
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Division at the Second Battle of Ypres.  On 22nd April the Germans launched the 
first chlorine gas attack on the Western Front.  They used the same tactic on 24th 
May, forcing a British withdrawal as they tried to take Bellewarde Farm. On the 25th 
the 1st Suffolks were ordered to attack again, to take the position at all costs. This 
time they started from Witte Poort Farm as their original start point was considered 
impracticable now. They came under very heavy fire and were held up with 
substantial casualties. One small party did press on and dug in, but were forced to 
retire. When they were eventually relieved at night, there were only 3 officers and 
181 other ranks left. In the space of five weeks the battalion had lost 1,000 men. 
William was killed on this day, 25th May 1915. 
 

 
He is commemorated on 
the Menin Gate memorial 
at Ypres, one of 54,000 
servicemen named there 
who have no known 
grave. The Menin Gate 
memorial is one of four to 
the missing in Belgian 
Flanders, which cover 
the area known as the 
Ypres Salient. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Later in 1915, William’s mother, Susannah, married Frank Chapman in Linton 
District.  Lily remained single until 1931 when she married Thomas J. Gowers, a 
widower and veteran of the Battle of Gaza in 1917. 


